RAMADAN - THE MONTH OF THE QUR’AN

Let this Ramadan be the month of “Change”
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“And We have revealed unto to you (O Muhammad) a book as an

explanation of all things, and as a guide, mercy and glad tidings for
the Muslimin” (an-Naml — 89)
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“Certainly there is always a thing which people take pride in. And that

which is a source of glory and pride for my Ummah is the Noble
Quran.”

Prior to the advent of the Glorious Quran, the “dark age” pre-
vailed which is termed as ‘al-Ayyam al-Jahiliyyah’ (days of igno-
rance). Regarding this period, it is said that “the civilised world stood
on the verge of chaos — men was likely to return to barbarism, where
every tribe (sect) was against the next, law and order was unknown”.
Civilisation was like a gigantic tree whose foliage had over-reached.
The world stood tottering rotten to the core.

In Iran, there was no restriction with regards marriage, whether
it was ones own mother, sister or even daughter. In China worship of
graves and ghosts was common. In India, worship of such indecent
objects like private parts was practised upon with out the least bit of
shame or remorse. Throughout the known world wine, adultery, mur-
der and theft was considered as the norm of the day. Amongst the
Arabs, acts of barbarity and brutality constituted their civilisation.

Trifling disputes led to blood feuds which would last for generations.
The birth of a female was regarded as a bad omen, so without any
sympathy, she would be buried alive by her own father. Under these
circumstances, reformation of the world was an absolute necessity. Fallen
humanity had to be liberated from its moral degradation. The Glorious Qur’
an came as a miracle to dispel this darkness, like the glittering sun, it
spread its rays of hope for the rescue of man. continued on p.4
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QIRA’AH JALSAHS

The Sautul Qur'an
Foundation South Africa
held Qira’ah Jalsahs in the
following areas between
the period
January 2011 - July 2011:

1. Masjid Taqwa,
Azaadville

2. Masjid un Noor Roshnee

3. Barberton

4. Nelspruit

5. Masjid Ashraf, Bakerton,
Springs

6. Nurul Islam, Lenasia

7. Masjid Quwatul Islam,
Palm Ridge

8. Mayfair Jumma Masjid

Contents

. Let this Ramadan be the
month of change...1

. Miracles of the Noble
Qur’an...2

. Ilustrious A’immah of
Qira’ah...3

. Did you know? ...3

This newsletter contains the
name of Allah and should be
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Miracles of the Noble Qur’an )

. If a certain concept or event in a book is mentioned repeatedly, the language usually becomes unim- ||

« pressive and monotonous. It also loses its beauty. It is a unique quality of the Noble Qur’an that it
describes numerous concepts and events repeatedly, yet the language maintains its beauty. Subjects ,

|| such as the Oneness of Allah SWT, prophet hood of Rasalullah SAW, Qiyamah, qualities of the be-

. lievers, Salah and charity are a few of the much repeated ones. One cannot observe the least monot- ||

« ony of words or phrases in the description of these subjects. In fact, each and every description of |,

|| these topics is unique and specific in its choice of words and the beauty of the language. n

« Another miracle of the Noble Qur’an is that an effective writer always modifies his style and lan- ||
" guage according to the varying needs of the readers. What may appeal to a young person may not «
|| appeal to an old person. Similarly, what may appeal to an illiterate person may not appeal to an edu- "

cated person. Moreover, human society also has persons with different levels of knowledge and in- ||
" telligence. All of these persons are motivated by different styles of writing. Furthermore, every hu-
man being passes through various phases of emotional changes, e.g. a person who is happy likes to "
|| read something different from the person who is depressed. At the same time, every human being

has a certain preference for the style of writing. A few prefer to read poetry, others prefer to read ||
prose, some like to read simple language, whilst a few others prefer an eloquent style of writing. No
one has ever written a book that could appeal, motivate and inspire all sectors, age groups, educa-
|| tion levels and emotional states of human society. The Noble Qur’an is the only book that has uni-

versally met the needs of all the varying sectors and factors of human society. This unparalleled abil- ||
) ity of the Noble Qur’an to address a multitude of persons, to penetrate their inner most souls and to
give them comfort and peace is one of the most outstanding miracles of the Noble Qur’an.

, Verse 57 of Surah al Qasas is a clear miracle witnessed by millions every year. ‘Have We not estab- ||
w lished for them a secure sanctuary (in Makkah), to which are brought as tribute fruits of all kinds; a provision
from Ourselves, but most of them understand not.” "

It should be recalled that Makkah al-Mukarramah is totally barren, surrounded by hard rocks and ||
« sand dunes. The city has no natural source of water and the rainfall is less than 5 inches per year. On
the other hand, Makkah al-Mukarramah is visited by countless persons every day of the year. The «
|| number of visitors during the Hajj period alone often exceeds 2 million. Makkans have made unique
« arrangements for importing fruits and vegetables from neighbouring lands. One who visits Makkah ||
" al-Mukarramah is struck by two things; first, whatever could be the number of visitors in Makkah «
|| al-Mukarramah, there is no shortage of fruits and vegetables. Secondly, fruits and vegetables of all *
seasons can be found in Makkah al-Mukarramabh all the time. ||
» [Adapted from: 130 Evident Miracles of the Holy Qur’an, 1998]

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin “Amr RA narrates that Rastlullah SAW said, “Fasting and
the Qur’an will intercede for the person. Fasting will say, “O my Sustainer, I prevented
him from food and drink by day. So accept my intercession in his favour.” The Qur’an
will say, “O my Sustainer, I prevented him from sleep at night. So accept my interces-

sion in his favour.” They will thus intercede (in his favour).”

[Musnad Ahmad]
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The Illustrious A'immah of Qira'ah

Al-Imam an-Nafi’ RA had two famous narrators of his Qira’ah. The first was Qalun Abu
Miisa ‘Isa al-Madani RA. According to the dictionary, Qalin refers to something that is beau-
tiful or par excellent. He acquired this title because of the beauty of his recitation. He was the
adopted son of al-Imam an-Nafi" RA. He was stone deaf; he could not even hear the sound of
thunder. However, he could hear the reading of the Qur’an. He was the Qari of al-Madinah
al-Munawwarah after al-Imam an-Nafi" RA. Qaltun was born in 120 A.H and passed away in
220 A.H at the age of 100. He is buried in Jannah al-Baqt’.

The second narrator of al-Imam an-Nafi" RA is Warsh Aba Sa’id ‘Uthman bin Sa’id al-Misri
RA. Warsh refers to something white. He was called by this title because of the fairness of his
complexion. He travelled from Egypt to study under al-Imam an-Nafi’ RA. He became the
Qari of Egypt and taught the Qur’an for 42 years. He was born in 110 A.H and passed away
in 197 A.H in Egypt.

Sayyiduna Anas RA narrates that Rastlullah SAW was on a journey. He stopped at a place and a man
got down by his side. Rastalullah SAW turned and asked him, “Should I not inform you of the best of
the Qur'an?” He replied, “Indeed.” Rastlullah SAW recited, “Al famdu lillahi Rabbil ‘alamin.” (Strah
al-Fatiha). [Muslim]

Did You Know?
There is one Strah in the Qur’an whose every verse ends with a nin, it is Sarah al-Munafiqun.

There is a Sirah whose every verse ends with an alif, it is Strah ash-Shams.
There is a Strah whose every verse ends with a ya, it is Starah al-Layl.

There is a Strah whose every verse ends with a dal, it is Sarah al-Ikhlas.

Sayyiduna Abta Mas'td al Badri RA narrates that Rasalullah SAW said, “He who recites two verses
from the end of Strah al-Bagarah at night, they will suffice him.”

The meaning of sufficing him is that they will take the place of his spending the night in worship. An-
other meaning is that they will protect him from every Shaytan during the night. Another meaning is
that they will protect him from all calamities during the night. Another meaning is that they are suffi-
cient for him as a virtue and sufficient for him as recompense and a reward. Allah SWT knows best.

S.Q.F.S.A. QUR’AN DISTRIBUTION PROJECT

Alhamdulillah, the S.Q.F.S.A. Qur’an Distribution Project distributed Qur’ans, Qur’an translations
and Yassarnal Qur’ans to the following places from November 2010 to July 2011.

Randfontein

Malawi
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Continued from pg. 1.

By means of its eloquence, beauty, charm and purity, that which was deemed as impossible became a
reality. In a period of a few years, these barbaric people were converted to one of the most cultured people, car-
rying the torch of learning, morality and culture to all its neighbouring countries. History bears testimony to the
fact that no parallel can be presented that has revolutionized the world to such an extent.

From the beginning of the Glorious Qur ’an, until its end, a perfect balance is maintained between prom-
ises and warnings, hope and fear. The promise of Jannah with all its delights in the true closeness to Allah SWT
is contrasted with the agonising fire, but usually this threat is followed by reminders of Allah SWT’ s readiness to
forgive. The “right way” (the straight path) is indicated with utmost clarity. It is so comprehensive that it en-
compasses every sphere of life. At the same time, the Glorious Qur ’an is at the height of poetry.

The Glorious Qur ’an was not sent for Arabs only, but rather for the entire world without any distinction
with regard to caste, colour or creed. It blends together people of every tongue and race in a common brother-
hood. It not only points out to the evils of society but it also states the remedies. It uplifts its followers from the
depths of human darkness towards the higher realm of light and truth.

In this temporary world, when we intend meeting an importance person or a prominent figure, we make
adequate preparations. We bath, apply perfume; we make sure we are well dressed and we even prepare in ad-
vance what we are going to say. But alas, when the matter is regarding Din, we hardly bother. We are so care-
less and negligent that even at the time of reciting the Glorious Qur 'an, we are not focused but rather we are
gazing everywhere else besides inside the Glorious Qur *an. We speak in between the recitation without closing
the Glorious Qur ’an.

As Muslims, we have conviction that the Glorious Qur ’an was the final revelation sent by Allah SWT
upon Rasulullah SAW. But let us introspect... How much impact...? How much influence...? How much effect
does the Glorious Qur ’ an have in our daily lives...? Are we abiding to all the laws ordained by Allah SWT, or
are we following our carnal desires? Everyone may judge for himself.

One is obligated to recite the Glorious Qur ’an, understand it and one should adhere to the command-
ments which are contained in the Glorious Qur an. We as Muslims have neglected the Glorious Qur ’an to
such an extent that the importance, reverence and significance of the Glorious Qur *an has left our hearts.

Ponder upon our relationship with regards the Glorious Qur ’an and let us make a firm resolution to
change our attitude towards it. At least, we should recite the Glorious Qur’ an on a daily basis. ( Many are such
who do not even recite the Glorious Qur ’an even once after they have left the Maktab Madrasah — they proba-
bly never opened the Glorious Qur 'an ever since. Many of us may have forgotten how to recite the Glorious
Qur ’an ). For some of us the only time we open the Glorious Qur ’an is when a beloved one passes on!

Remember, dear brothers and sisters, the Glorious Qur *an was not revealed to be placed on the highest
shelf in our homes only, nor was it revealed to be recited occasionally at the time of grief or sorrow...

One must realize that the Glorious Qur ’an has come to us as a solution and remedy for all times. All of
our problems and difficulties will wither away if we associate ourselves with the Glorious Qur ’an, and if we live
our lives by adhering and practising upon the injunctions of the Glorious Qur ’an.

In conclusion, let us devote ourselves more to the Glorious Qur ’an. Let this coming month of Ramadan
be the month of “change ”. The general norm regarding the Tarawih Salah is ‘that venue which finishes ear-
lier is the one which is most populated and graced ’. So let us go against this “norm ” with the sole purpose of
gaining the ultimate pleasure of Allah SWT and subsequently receiving reward. If we look back in history, we will
realize our pious predecessors lived their lives in adherence to the injunctions of the Glorious Qur ’'an. It was
due to this reason that they became glittering stars in this world and the hereafter.
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